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February 25,2015

Okaloosa Island Leaseholders Association Board of Directors
Attn: Kathy Foster, Vice President
849 Tarpon Drive
Fort Walton Beach, FL 32548

To whom it may concem:

This letter is in regards to the planned trail project on Santa Rosa Island shetching from Santa Rosa
Boulevard to the Destin Bridge. The Department of Environmental Protection's Office of Greenways and
Trails confirms that this project is located within the Florida Greenways and Trails System (FGTS) Land
Trail Opportunity and Priority Network.

The Priority Network encompasses the more important corridors and connections within the FGTS
Opportunity Network. Constructing a trail in this area provides outdoor recreational users with access to
trails connecting Eglin Beach Park, John Beasly Park, Fort Walton Beach Park and other locations on
Okaloosa Island. The proposed trail would close an approximately 5 mile gap along the Great Northwest
Coastal Trail Corridor (GNCTC), an identified long distance trail conidor in the FGTS Priority Network,
that will eventually connect approximately 270 miles of trail across the Panhandle. Additionally, the
GNCTC will connect communities between Pensacola, to the Capital City to Sea Trails in Tallahassee,
and to St. Augustine through the Original Florida Corridor, creating a continuous trail connection across
Northwest and Northeast Florida.

A project such as this will provide dedicated access to shared-use paths, trails and other recreational
opportunities. They create the optimum setting for safe and efficient use of non-motorized ffies of
transportation for communities and commercial centers. Trails are becoming an increasingly important
economic engine for communities, with benefits fueled by both residents of the state and visitors to local
municipalities.

information or assistance please contact Brian Ruscher or myself at850-245-2060.

Division of Recreation and Parks
Office of Greenways and Trails

SBibpr

www.dep.state.fl.us



DEPARTMENT OF' TIIE AIR FORCE
HEADQUARTERS 96TH TEST WING (AFMC)

EGLIN AIRFORCE BASE FLORIDA

4May2015

Barbara J. Brandt
96 Civil Engineer Group
Real Estate Management Office
501 Deleon Street, Suite 100
Eglin AFB FL 32542-5133

Dave Hancock
Board of Directors - Okaloosa Island Leaseholders
113 Brooks Street, Unit 401
Fort Walton Beach FL32,548

Dear Mr. Hancock

The Eglin Real Property Office has received your request on behalf of the Okaloosa Island
Leaseholder's Association for a multi-use pathway along Hwy 98 on Okaloosa Island. We are
currently processing your request which is at Step 2 of the attached New Grant Process sheet.
Provided your request is approved by the pre-approval boards, it will meet the Eglin Facilities
Board in June.

Please contact Ms. MelindaHazzard at (850) 882-1348 should you have further questions.

Sincerely

BARBARA J. B
Real Property Officer

2 Attachments:
1. Request
2. New Grant Process

T, GS.12, USAF



Mr. RandrllRowland
Chief, Installation Management D[vision
96 CrG/CEl
Eglin AFB, Ft 32542

3?549

F.O. Box t$323
frrt Walton Beach, F[

March 112015

Mr. frowland,

Flrsl let me rxprees the thank of the Okaloosa lsland leaseholders for taklng the tlme from
your busy schedule to conslder the multi-use pathway proposal on Okaloosa lsland. Our
contlnusd coopetstlon has the potentlal to provlde slgnlflmnt hnatth and economlc benefits.

Fack ln December a representatlve from O|LA brlefed the 96 CEG on the mulfl,use pathway
proposal whhh would on the north side of US 98 between the Sanb Rosa Blvd./U.S. 98
interuection at the east and of Brook Brldge to tha east end of the Desiln Brldge. Notc that
thlr will also te In to r 12 foot wlde pedestrian/bike pathway that is required for the Bmoks
Brldge replac*ment and wlll also ba a sectlon of the DtPs Great Northwe$ Florlda CoastalTrail
Conldor (attachment Xl. Also note egein that the prcposed pathway wguld sby In the FDOT
riglrt of wayrlong U.5.98.

At thls tlme OlLA is gctting ready to apply fior Okaloosn RISTORE Advisory Gomrnlttee {OilAC}
grant to dewlop a deslgn and perfonn an envlronmental lmpact study whkh the 96 CEG cald
would be reguircd back In December, One of the requlremenb sf the grant appticatlon ls that
approvalof the o$/n€r of the property be part of the grant applicatlron. That ls pint of thts
request for asslstancc - we need gG cE6 support to get the funding for the required
envlronmentdl lmpact $tu dy.

Attached ta thls letter are FDOT Plans Prepantion Manual $andads for multl-use pathways m
96 CE€ can revlewthe design details (attachment 2).

Thanks again for your organlzetlon,s contlnued assistance.

Vince
lsland leaseholders Associ*tion



T*plc#62$$0&007 Jailuary 1,2013
Plsnqflfep.pratbn.Manual. Volum? L:English - ,,,, ,,, .. Reviggll-January 1.2014 |

S.5 Dralnage and l,rtility Sansideratisns

Drainage infets, grates and utility covers are pctential problems for bicycfiste, When a
new road$fiay is dosigned, all such grates and cover$ should be kept out of the
bicycfists' expected path. For RRR projects refer to Chepfolr 28.1.19,2 of this volume,
Refer to Flgure *-ll, Curb lnlet and Qutter lnlet Appltc*ttan Guldellnes, and Figurt
3-12, fittsh Eottom and Medtan lnlet Appltcatlon AuUellns$, of he Florrn Draln
Henelbsqt, and Oeslga tnndards for furtlrer Infomratlon in oelecting appropriate
grates and inlet tops.

$ee Chapfer 2 of thie volume for horizontal clearancee for light poles.

8.S Shared Use Paths

Shared ure paths are paved faclllties physically separated from motorlzed vehicular
traffic by an open $pace or barrier and either within the highway right of way or an
independant right of way. $hared use paths are used by bicycliats, psdestrian$,
skaters, runnerc and others. The blcycle's operating characteristlcs \'vill govern the
design of shared uee paths, as wsll as the requirements of tha ?lffiA ADA $tandards
for Tran*portatlan Facllltles. The term path as used in thie section refers to these
paved ehared use paths. An examge typical design ls provided for guidance in
Valuma 2, Exhihit rYp-19.

LS.l Coneiderationr

Shared use paths adjacent to a roadway may be considered if the follolving conditions
aro met;

1, The path willbe separated from the roadway,
2. There will be few access points or roadways croesing the path.
3. There wlllbe adequate &csess to localstreote and otherfacilities along the path.
4. There is a commihnent to provide path continuity with other bikeways throughout

the conldor,

$hared use paths are not replacements for on-strcet bicyde fanes. Withln a rca*Hay
right of way, bicyde lanes are the safest, most efficient bicycle facility. When paths are
located immediately adjaoent to roadways, $orne operatbnal prsblems are fikelyto occur:

Pedet$ian, Bicycle and Publlc Translt Factlltlee
-&13
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l .Pafrsrequiresrediredtondblqruletraffictorideagalnstmotorvehidehf,f i ic'which
ts confi?ry 1o fi; nonnJ *ubs ornl* ffid. Motorlsts are not in lhe habit of scanning

fur traffic from that dlrcdion.

2. At pattr onde, bicydist* riding sgeinst traffc wjll tend to continue to traval an the u/rgng

eide of fl1e 8rest, as do bicyctists gffi o1d a path. wmng*rmy trawl by bicyclists

is a malnr ou* Ltli.v*r*1il#dbib Jta*lret and ehould be disoouraged'

s. Many bicydisb w{ll use tre roadway instead of the, path because they have found the

roadwayto Ue safer, less cOnge*t"ni, *o'" convenient, orbettermainhhed'

8.6.' wldths

The approprlate paved width for a shared use path is-dependent upon context' volume

and mix of uee6,'Tyiittfiy, widthe ong" tlom.fi-14 foet, with the w{der values

appticabto tc arcas *iid Ttigh ft" anOto. 
" 

frio"r' varigry of users (big:iq9'gdestriana'
joggers, anO sX4eisj. fn" need to,provi-le.for hl'ger.srnergency or maintenance

vehictes or manag6'Ji""p goCt* oan al[o afsct aqnry-ppte w|d'h' ThB minirnum width

for a rwodirecrtonal shared use path dio feet. f.tlnnF $rfr,e-4*{Icnrflt feve,l of

$pry,lae pprf.{rtanof ilry;; ueoi 
"* 

a gulde in Affirrnififfiw6en a widft greater than

tfre minimum mlght be needed.

curb rnmps ehall bs fte $ame rrvidth as the path. At locatlons whBre the path naffows

from the typioal width waming signs ot pave*"nt markings in confotmanre with the

MUTCD should be ueed.

S,6,3 Crose $loPe*

$ince pedestrian uee is expected on shared use pathe, ADA requirements shallbe met'

Therefore, the maxlmum cross€lope shallbe 2%'

8.S,4 Gradee

To mest ADA the maximum grade is 5%. Grades greater than 5% ehould be considsred

rarflps and designeO 
"ti"tcf"g$. 

Maxirnurn ramp slopes are B'33% and can have a

maxirnurn riee ofSO in"he*, witfi; bvetlanding at least 60 incfres in length'

To accommodate bicycles exclusively, grades should not exceed 5a/o, sinc6 steeper

&d--o6u* dim;fti;; for *"ny niri,ctlsts. lf the tenaln makes it necaseary to use

Itespergrades on snogt sections, ihe followlng restrictions are rscommended:
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Tahle 8.S.1 Haximum 0rade Longthe

Cratl; (?o) i{rxlmurn Langfh

6Yo For up to 800 feet

7ola For up to 400 faet

BYo For up to 300 feet

9Yo For up to 2$0 feet

10% For up to 100 feet

1t+% For up to 50 feat

l,lOTE; \fihen using a longer grade, 4 to 6 feet d additional width should be added to the
pstlr to allow some bicyclists to dismount and walk thelr bikes. Additional dear dlstrances
should be pmvided and sight distances mu$t be modifled to accommodate longer gmd€s.

Rsferto $ecdon 8,0.9for control$ on grade changee.

8,6-5 Horizontal Clearinse

A 4-fool hotlzontal dearance to lateml ob$tructlons shall be rnalntalned on both sldes of a
shared use path. A Z-foot wlde graded area with a maximum 1:6 slope shall be
maintainad adjacent to bath sidee of the path.

Edge drop,offs should be avolded. When drop-offs cannot be avolded they should be
shlddEd as discuEsed in $eoffon 8.8.

8,6.6 Vertical Clearance

The vertical clearance to obstructions should be a minimum of I feEt, Hourever, vertical
dearance rnay need to be greater to permit ps$$age of maintenance and om€rypncy
vehldse. In underpasses and tunnek, 10 fEEt is dasirablE. Where Equs$Ulans may be
sharing the path, a vertlcal clsarance of 19 feet is desirable.

8,6.7 Design $peed

For paths in relatively flat areas (grades less than or equal to {Yol, a design speed of 18
mph shall be used. When a dolrnrgrade exceeds 4 parcent, a design epeed ef 30 mph
should be used.

Pgdeslflan, Blcyde and Publlc Transit Facllltls
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8.6.8 Horizontal Alignmsnt

8"S.S,{ filinimum Radii

The minimum radius of curvature based upon $uperelevatlon for a sharsd u*e path is
calculated ba*ed upon the following formula:

p'" ;v2l15*(e1100 tfll wlrere:

R = Minlmum radius of curuature (feot)

V; Deslgn speed {rnph}
e s rats of bikeway super elevation (percent)

f = coefficient of fric-tion

The effective superelevation is usually llmited to the exlsting 2olo cros$ slope and may
be posltive or negative. lf a transition is needed, then a minimum 75-foot transition
should be used. $ee labfe E 6.2 for minlmurn radii for shared use paths. Further
information on calculating the rninirnum radii may be found in the AASHIO 9ulde bf
tha Oewtopment af Btovql#,,,fqcllttl#qr30t 2.

Table 8.S.2 Minlmum Radil for Horlzontal Curves on $harod U*e Paths

Derlgn Speed $uperelevatton Frlctlon Factor Minlmum Radlut
{ft.}

18 ZVo 4.27 74

18 45la 0.27 8CI

30 2o1o a.21 261

30 4Yo 4.21 316

Fmocfi;fan;Fme tfidFumc TrensFFacllftias s-t6



DHFARTI*ENT OF THH AIR FORCE
HEADqUARTERS 96TH AIR 8A$EWIN€ TATMC}

EGLIN AIR FORCE EASE FLORIDA

27 hpljl2015
FROM: Eglin Air Force Base Real Estate Office

T0: Grantee

SUBJECT: New Outgrant Process

Step 1* Roqqest for Qqe of Aiir Fqrce Real f{pnqrtv
Please submit your outgrant reque$t to the Eglin Real Estate Office that includes a detailed
explanation ofyour intended use, a description ofthe requested federal property, and a
map/drawing depicting the location of the land parcel or facility. An AF Realty Specialist will
be assigned to process your request and will be your point ofcontact throughout the process to
answer questions and provide status updates. Points of contact are Melinda Hazzard (850) 882-
1348 or David Branscome (850) 882-1350.

$gpp ?: Ple-Approval
Your request will be submitted to the appropriate committee fbr pre-approval. Requests for
property within the Eglin cantonment areas must be pre*approved by the Installation
Development Committee (IDC) which meets quarterly. Requests for use of property on Eglin
ranges must be pre-approved by the Range Control Configuration Committe.e (RC3) (meets bi-
monthly) which in some cases can be elevated to the Range Development Executive Steering
Cornmittee (RDESC) which also meets quarterly, Requests fur property on Hurlburt Field must
be pre-approved by the ls Special Operations Wing (l SOW) Facilities Board which meetg
quarterly.

Step 3 - Facfities Board Approval
Once your request has been pre-approved by the appropriate committee, your Realty Specialist
will sr$mit it to the 96th Test Wing Facilities Board (FB) (meets quarterly) for installation
approval.

I$qfg: Steps 4 through 7 below may incur expenses for a survey,legal description, applicable
environmental processes, appraisal, and/or other administrative tbes.

Step 4 * Outsrtnt Frqcessine Phasp
Once your request is appoved by the FB, your Realty Specialist will notiS you and request a
new survey" A rnetes and bounds survey (signed and sealed) is required and must include one
hard eopy and one digital copy. Ensure the digital survey is in Adobe PDF format. In addition,
provide one hard copy and one digital copy (traverse fi.le format) of the legal description. $ee
the attached examples.

Step 5 * Environmental Review
Once the suwey is provided, your Realty Specialist will submit an AF Fonn 813 to thE g6

CEGICEVSP (Environmental Analysis Office) to initiate the National Environmental Policy Act



{NEPA) process for your outgrant request including the map/drawing you provided. The AF
Forrn 813 procers determines the level of environmental study required by NEPA. This is
typically at least a two-week process.

Step 6 - 0nvironmental Analvqis
An environmental review by the base Environmental Manager will determine whether the NEPA
review (Step 5) supports eligibility for a categorical exclusion or if further analysis is required
through an Environmental Assessrnent or an Environmental Impact Statement. 96 CEG/CEV
will initiate an Environmental Baseline Survey (EBS) or a waiver if the area is covered by a
previous EBS" You have the option ofpreparing the environmental documentation in-house or
by contract, If you seleot a contractor that is not familiar with the Federal NEPA process (Air

Force specific), it could meate additional delays in fhe processing of the documents. If
scheduling permits, you may also elect to have Eglin's Environmental Management Offtce
prepare the environmental documentation on a cost reirnbursable basis, When fhe necessary
environmental processes are complete, copies of the final documents will be provided to you and
they will also besome part of the outgrant. This is typically, at minimum, a three-month proeess.

Step 7 - Fair Market Value (FMV) Defermination
With very few exclusions, Federal law requires that the USAF receive FMV for outgrants, both
new and renewal. Most outgrants require an appraisal to begin rent negotiations. The Real Estate
Management Office will determine rent payments for small land and base facilities use. If you
wish to dispute the FMV determination, you may commission an appraisal at your expense
which we will consider for further negotiations. Thero are few exceptions to the FMV
requirement; we will inform you if an exception applies to you. Rent may be paid in cash or
through in-kind considerations (i.e. goods and/or selvices.)

Step I * Staffins and Execution
Once the environmental analysis and FMV determination is complete, the outgrant will be
prepared and sent to you for signature with three original signature pages and applicable exhibits.
After you return the signed package, it will be forwarded to the appropriate AF level for
execution.

Note: The overall timeline for a new outgrant varies based on the type of request. Outg&nt$
executed at the base level normally require a minimum of 6 to 12 months. Outgrants executed
at the Air Force level typically require at minimum of 12 to 24 months and vary based on
complexity. These are estimates only. AIso, please understand that Eglin AFB is an active duty
base, and there may be times when mission-essential duties take precedence, which may result in
additional delays.

Step 9 - Comoletion
An executed original outgrant will be sent to you which completes the new outgrant process"

FARBARA J. BRAIIDT]TS*12, US
Real Property Accountability O{ficer

;6S-12, USAF
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8,6,S Vertical Allgnrnent

The minimum length of verffcal curva necs$sary to provide minimum etopping aight
distance at varisul speeds on crest vertical curues is selected by u;ing the fonrnula
listed belowl

When $ > L: L * 25*(S00/A) L= Mln. Lengfih ofVarticalCurve {ft.)

A = Algsbraic Grade Difference (%)

WhenScL: L=AS"1900 $*Stopping$ightDistance(f t . )

8,6.10 Separatlon bstween Shared Use Path and Roadwny

When shared use pathe are located adjacent to a rpadrrvay, a separation shall be
prnvided. This dembnstrates to both path users and rnotorists that the shared uoe path
ie a separate facility.

On ruadways with flush shoulders, thla aeparation is S feet mea*ured from $re outside
edgo of siouHer to fre inside edge of the pa*r. .On roadways wJth curbs, the
seiaratlon ie 4 feet rneasured fmm the back of curb to the ineido edge of the path, with
consideration of other madslde obstruotione (signs, fight pobs, etc.)"

8.6.{ I Path Railings

Railinge orfsnces shallbe provlded as Indicated in $ecflon I'8.

8.6,12 Lighting

Lighting fsr shared use paths is lmportant and should be considered where riding at
night ii expected, suctr as paths serving college students or cornrnuters, and at
roadway intersections. Lighting should aleo be considered through underpasses or
tunnels. Lighting standards are provided tn lable 7,3.f of thit volurne.

I,S.l3 $igning, Pavement Marking' and $ignalization

The Oesign Sfandards and MUTCA shall bs consulted far atl signage, pavement
markings and rignale, especially on pathlroadwfly intersections.

Pedestrian, Blcycle and Publh Transit FacllKies o'zu
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8.S.S.2 $topping Sight Fistancs

The minirnum stopping sight distances for a shared use patfr are oalculated basod upon
the following fonnula:

r* [  t ]  
+3'67v

Where:

$ * $topping sight distance (feet)

V = Veloclty (mph)

f = mefficient of frictlon tuse 0.16 fortypical bike)

G = orade (fee,t/feet)

The minlmum stopplng sight distancE for a cycliet travelling 18 mph on e level shared
use path is 134 fest. Addltionalvalues are given in lablo 8.6.3. For a shared uee path
the object height is aesumed 0.0 feet and the eya height ie 4.5 feet. Further infonnation
on caiarhting nre minimurn atopping sight distance$ may be found In the AASHTA
Gulde for the Devalopment of Blcycle Facllltles' 20t2.

F#Ikies 4.€7

Tabls 8,8.$ Minimum $topping $ight Distances

Ult{lfiiuM $ToFFlt{S $lGH? DISTAI{CF (FEET}

Derlgn
Speed

€RADgS
-s% -8% :70 -616 -5% 404 €% $Va 4a{a 5% 6a/o 70h E% 8%

18 MPH UBF 30 MPfl Values 156 149 123 120 1 1 8 1 1 5 1 1 3 t 1 1 109

30 MPH 53S 485 444 4{0 $83 Uee 1S MPH Values
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"Keep Moving Forward"

March L9,2015

Attn: Kathy Foster
Vice President, OILA Board of Directors
849 Tarpon Dr.
Fort Walton Beach, FL 32548

To \Mhom it May Concern:

This letter is in regards to the planned trail project on Santa Rosa Island stretching
from Santa Rosa Blvd. to the Destin Bridge.

In a letter dated February 25,20L5, the Department of Environmental Protection's
(FDEP) Office of Greenways and Trails confirmed that this project is located within the
Florida Greenways and Trails System (FGTS) Land Trail Opportunity and Priority
Network. In that letter the FDEP indicates that the planned trail project will close a five
mile gap in the Great Northwest Coastal Trail Corridor (GNCTC). Additionally, the
proposed trail project will connect sites such as Eglin Beach Park, fohn Beasley Parh Fort
Walton Beach Park and other recreational areas along Santa Rosa Island. The trail project
will contribute to the eventual completion of a 270 mile trail spanning the distance of the
Florida Panhandle.

It is the position of the Board of Directors of the Greater Fort Walton Beach
Chamber of Commerce that this trail project will contribute in a positive way to the overall
health of the Santa Rosa Island and Fort Walton Beach communities. This trail will
increase opportunities for safe outdoor recreation which will enhance community
satisfuction and tourism appeal. Additionally, this trail will provide safe alternatives for
pedestrian and birycle traffic which will ease motor traffic frustrations. All of these affects
will undoubtedly have favorable impacts on the economic and social environments of the
Fort Walton Beach community as a whole.

The Board of Directors of the Greater Fort Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce
supports OILA's proposed project to build the trail as presented on February t9,20t5.

Any questions or requests for additional information may be directed to the Fort
Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce at [850) 244-8I9L.

Sincerely,

LAWoodall
2Ot5, Chair of the Board
Greater Fort Walton Beach
Chamber of Commerce

34 l'finde Strip Parkway,S.E.. P.0.Box 640. FortWalton Beach,tL 12549. Office:850-244-8191
**-.f*bchamber.com

.  fu:850-244-1935
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The Florida Greenwavs and Trails Svstem Plan provides a famework to develop a statewide connected network of non-
motorized trails. The system consists of local, regional, state and federal trails, bridging gaps between communities and
seMng as a driver for recreation, transportation,. economy, health, tourism, and conseNation.

The Office of Greenways and Trails worfts with many public and private partners to ensure connectivity from one trail to
another. This map illustrates some of the possible long distance conidors that either have an identity as the result of
local desire, or have the poiential to become a trail as part of the 2013 to 2017 Florida Greenways end Treils System
Priority Network.
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