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PLUMBING COMPETENCY BOARD

MINUTES

January 27, 2016
 The regular meeting of the Plumbing Competency Board was held January 27, 2016, 9:00 a.m. at the Okaloosa County Administrative Building, 1250 Eglin Parkway N., first floor BCC Chambers, Shalimar, Florida.  Board members in attendance were Julian Johnson, David Cummins and Jerry Paul Cadenhead. Consumer Representatives in attendance were Bill Byerley and Chuck Larouche. Mark Parrett was not present.  
Okaloosa County Department of Growth Management Staff members in attendance were Renée Lucas, Licensing Specialist; and Teresa Mullins, Administrative Asst. II.  Ms. Kerry Parsons, Assistant County Attorney was also present.
I. CALL TO ORDER:

Chairman Julian Johnson called the meeting to order. 

A.  Roll Call.

Ms. Teresa Mullins conducted roll call.
II. ACKNOWLEDGE GUESTS:
Chairman Johnson welcomed the guests.
III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF 
a. November 18, 2015:  
Motion to approve the minutes as written made by David Cummins; seconded by Bill Byerley, approved unanimously.
IV.   
ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Renée Lucas informed the Board that staff received notification from John Warner stating that he was regretfully retiring from the Board as he would be moving out of the area.  Ms. Lucas stated that a replacement for Mr. Warner has been found, Mr. Thomas Paccone, Master Plumbing w/ Gas Contractor, who is scheduled for approval at the next regular Board of County Commissioners meeting. 
V.  
OLD BUSINESS

At Chairman Smith’s request, Old Business was heard after New Business, Candidate for Testing Approval but prior to the Purged Contractor hearing. 

a. 
Update on Purged Contractor:

1. 
Johnny Sparks 

Ms. Lucas reminded the Board that Mr. Sparks appeared before this Board seeking the reinstatement of his Master Plumbing Competency Card on May 27, 2015.  Ms. Lucas read the Board’s motion into the record:
Motion that we go along with staff’s recommendation to approve with paying back fees within a 6 month period beginning today and let him continue on made by Bill Byerley; second by Jerry Paul Cadenhead; approved unanimously.

Ms. Lucas stated that staff provided Mr. Sparks with a copy of his Board ordered payment deadline of November 27, 2015 and all the other necessary requirements he would have to meet, in order for his Competency Card to be reinstated.  Ms. Lucas further stated that staff provided Mr. Sparks with all of the forms he would require to submit to the Florida Department of Business and Professional Regulation (DBPR) in order to seek the reinstatement of his State Registered Plumbing License, #RF0068269.  Ms. Lucas noted that staff emailed a reminder concerning the approaching payment deadline on November 2, 2015.  Ms. Lucas stated that Mr. Sparks submitted documentation to begin the process of reinstating his Competency Card and made payment by check of $2391.94 as required by the Board’s order on November 25, 2015.  Ms. Lucas further stated that department staff received notification that Mr. Sparks’ payment by check was rejected by his bank due to insufficient funds and notification of this was sent to him, at the address staff had on file, on December 11, 2015 by our Financial Coordinator.  Ms. Lucas informed the Board that the notification was returned marked as undeliverable to the address given.  Ms. Lucas stated that a second notification was mailed on January 21, 2016 to another address on file which has not been returned, nor has Mr. Sparks contacted staff regarding the situation.  Ms. Lucas further stated that, as the returned check has not been paid, Mr. Sparks has not met the Board’s order requiring that the back fees and penalties be paid within 6 months of May 27, 2015.  Ms. Lucas stated that staff is requesting a motion from this Board directing staff on how to proceed regarding Mr. Sparks.  Ms. Lucas noted that Mr. Sparks would have been notified by his bank that the check was returned for insufficient funds.  Ms. Lucas stated that staff has had no contact from Mr. Sparks.  
Jerry Paul Cadenhead stated that Mr. Sparks didn’t meet the requirements of the Board order so it appears to be fairly straight forward to say he doesn’t get his Competency Card back.
A brief discussion ensued

Assistant County Attorney Kerry Parsons asked staff if Mr. Sparks was sent appropriate notice of this meeting. 

Ms. Lucas stated that Mr. Sparks was not noticed as this was just an update for the Board. 

Attorney Parsons advised the Board to be cautious in taking any action against Mr. Sparks request at this time to avoid any due process impropriety as Mr. Sparks was not noticed of this meeting. 

Motion made to send out notice that he attend the March 30 meeting made by Jerry Paul Cadenhead; Second by David Cummins; approved unanimously.

VI.  
NEW BUSINESS

a. Swearing In Applicants/Speakers
Ms. Mullins swore in those wishing to address the Board.

b. Candidate for Testing Approval:
1. Steven C. Moseley – Master Plumbing with Gas
Mr. Steven Moseley was present to answer questions from the Board.
The Board had no questions for Mr. Moseley. 

Motion that we let him take the test made by David Cummins; Second by Jerry Paul Cadenhead; approved unanimously.
c.  Purged Contractor:

1. Thomas C. Gaynoe – Tommy Gaynoe Landscaping LLC

Ms. Lucas informed the Board that Mr. Thomas Gaynoe is present seeking the reinstatement of his Okaloosa County Master Electrical Competency Card.  Ms. Lucas stated that Mr. Gaynoe took and passed his Irrigation and Lawn Sprinkler exam on November 8, 1997, at which time Okaloosa County did not require the Business and Law exam for licensure.  Ms. Lucas further stated that Okaloosa County did not begin requiring passage of the Business and Law exam until 1999.  Ms. Lucas stated that Mr. Gaynoe received his Competency Card in 1997 and remained licensed with the Growth Management Department until September 30, 2009, and his Competency Card was purged on October 1, 2011 after 2 years of non-payment.  Ms. Lucas informed the Board that, in a statement provided to staff, Mr. Gaynoe stated that he wife sustained injuries in 2007 and he and his family dealt with this and other setbacks for the next three years until his wife’s health began to improve.  Ms. Lucas further informed the Board, per Mr. Gaynoe’s statement, that Mr. Gaynoe was forced to downsize his business and seek other forms of employment to provide financial stability for his family during this time and did not renew his Competency Card.  Ms. Lucas stated that Mr. Gaynoe has remained involved in water use analysis audits for homeowners associations, has been employed by other licensed irrigation contractors and has done lawn maintenance and design.  Ms. Lucas further stated that Mr. Gaynoe has kept up with all new building codes and available technologies regarding irrigation and is now ready to restart his business.  Ms. Lucas reminded the Board of Okaloosa County Electrical Ordinance 07-48, Section 3-3 and amended Ordinance 09-20 (g): Expiration, Renewal and Retired Certificates:

The Board may give special consideration in purged license cases concerning family illness, military deployment, and other circumstances as the Board deems appropriate.
Ms. Lucas informed the Board that Mr. Gaynoe is aware of the fact that the Board may require him to take the Business and Law exam pursuant to the reinstatement of his Okaloosa County Irrigation Competency Card, and he is prepared to do so.  Ms. Lucas stated that staff is requesting, should the Board agree to reinstate Mr. Gaynoe’s  Irrigation Competency Card, that all back fees and penalties, totaling $1250.00, be paid and that a payment deadline be included as part of the Board’s motion.  Ms. Lucas further stated that Mr. Gaynoe is present to answer the Board’s questions.

Chairman Johnson asked Mr. Gaynoe to explain his situation to the Board.
Mr. Gaynoe stated that his wife had a back injury and it has taken years to get her back to what she was.  Mr. Gaynoe further stated that prior to her injury they were doing well and business was good; then his wife got hurt, the economy slowed down and his wife’s injury turned into a workman’s compensation case.  Mr. Gaynoe stated that they hired an attorney, but one of the attorneys at that office was shot and the office stopped handling workman’s compensation cases, so they had to hire another attorney.  Mr. Gaynoe stated that the whole situation was very stressful, given that he was a contractor working throughout the panhandle with young children at home and an injured wife.  Mr. Gaynoe further stated that the added stress of running a business became too much.  Mr. Gaynoe stated that he now understands that he should have put his license into retirement but at the time that thought never crossed his mind as he was busy trying to “make ends meet”. 

Mr. Cadenhead asked Mr. Gaynoe where he is currently working. 

Mr. Gaynoe stated that he started his own company doing lawn maintenance, and for the last six months he’s been trying to get to the point where he could appeal to this Board to allow him to become a contractor again. 

Mr. Cadenhead asked Mr. Gaynoe if he was willing and prepared to go take the Business & Law exam.

Mr. Gaynoe stated that he was absolutely ready. 

Chairman Johnson asked Mr. Gaynoe what sort of timeframe he thought he might need to repay the back fees and penalties.

Mr. Gaynoe stated that he thought he would need about 60 days or as soon as his income tax refund check comes in, although he is not depending on the refund to pay the fees.  

A brief discussion ensued.

Motion to allow Mr. Gaynoe to be reinstated with the stipulation that he pays his back fees of $1,250.00 within 90 days and he takes the additional test that is now required made by Jerry Paul Cadenhead; Second by David Cummins; approved unanimously. 

VII.   
OTHER BUSINESS:
a. Board Renewals 
1. Buddy Johnson

Ms. Lucas informed Mr. Johnson that his term on the Board was due for renewal.  Ms. Lucas asked Mr. Johnson if he was willing to serve another 3 year term on the Board.   

Mr. Johnson stated that he was willing to serve another term on the Board.
2. Bill Byerley

Ms. Lucas informed Mr. Byerley that his term on the Board was due for renewal.  Ms. Lucas asked Mr. Byerley if he was willing to serve another 3 year term on the Board.   

Mr. Byerley stated that he was willing to serve another term on the Board.
b. Election of Officers

A brief discussion ensued.
Motion to let Buddy Johnson & Jerry Paul keep their same jobs made by David Cummins; seconded by Bill Byerley; Mr. Johnson agreed to accept the Chairmanship again and Mr. Cadenhead agreed to again serve as Vice-Chairman; approved unanimously. 

Ms. Lucas provided a brief overview of the Sunshine Law stating that Board members may not discuss Board business with each other in any format, to include fax, email, text, face to face, Facebook, twitter, messenger pigeon, etc.  Ms. Lucas further stated that Board members can always contact staff with questions.   Ms. Lucas stated that applicant files are always available for Board member review and she is more than willing to let any Board member view the file, although they’ll have to travel to Crestview as that where her office is located.
VIII.   
ADJOURNMENT 
Motion to adjourn made by Jerry Paul Cadenhead; second by Chuck Larouche; approved unanimously.
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Prepared by:   ___________________________________

                      Teresa Mullins, Recording Secretary

          2.11.2015
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