
MINUTES ARE NOT VERBATIM
OKALOOSA COUNTY/CITY OF FORT WALTON BEACH 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING ADVISORY COMMITTEE
MINUTES

February 4, 2016
A meeting of the Okaloosa County/City of Fort Walton Beach Affordable Housing Advisory Committee was held Thursday, February 4, 2016, 10:00 AM, at the Okaloosa County Administration Building, third Floor Conference Room, 250 N Eglin Pkwy, Shalimar, Florida.  
Board members in attendance were Kathy Orr; Mike Kent; Nitsi Bennett; Anita Williams; Nate Smith; Gary McMorrow; Ken Wolfe; and Felix Beukenkamp.
Okaloosa County staff members in attendance were Elliot Kampert, Growth Management Director; Abra McGill, Grants Specialist, Growth Management.
Members of the Public in attendance were John Cameron and Annie Cameron.
I.
CALL TO ORDER/WELCOME
Mr. Elliot Kampert called the meeting to order and briefly explained the purpose of the Affordable Housing Committee.
Introductions were made.
II.
OLD BUSINESS 
A. AHAC Meeting Schedule
A brief discussion was had about how often the committee felt meeting should occur. Mike Kent worried that the committee was becoming reactive and would like a more proactive approach. Felix Beukenkamp suggested quarterly meetings.


All members were in agreement. 

Abra McGill advised she will set a meeting schedule and let all the members know. She also advised that all but one slot on the committee was filled. The remaining slot available was an Advocate for Low Income Person and is anyone knew of someone who would be able to fill this position to let her know. 

III.
 NEW BUSINESS
A. 2017-2019 LHAP Incentive Strategy Review 

67-37.010 “…must approve the local affordable housing incentive strategy recommendations at a public hearing by affirmative vote of a majority…”
i. Public Hearing 

Public Hearing portion of meeting was opened and discussion ensued. Mr. Cameron questioned If Affordable housing projects were moved forward as priority how would other jobs that were submitted prior be effected. Elliot Kampert stated that most affordable housing projects are rehabilitation and so haven’t effected other projects. There has been one new project however, and it delayed the other projects by one day. 

Felix Beukenkamp shared his pleasure on how speedy Okaloosa County’s plan review process was and that the plan reviewers were very competent.  

Mr. Cameron wanted to know if the public was getting a good cost ion investment. 
Felix Beukenkamp explained the County wouldn’t get SHIP and other affordable housing grants without that language in place so he believes is warrants the one day delay. 
ii. Review/Discussion

Short discussion was had regarding the changes in the LHAP.  Elliot Kampert advised the Committee that the strategies were basically the same as the current LHAP, except that the dollar amounts differ based on the current funding level.  He asked if there were any questions on the amounts, but there were none.  Elliot Kampert then asked if there were any questions about any of the specific strategies other than the amounts and again, there were none.  

iii. Recommendation to bring to BOCC

Motion was made by Garry McMorrow to recommend to bring the LHAP as presented to the BOCC. Anita Williams seconded the motion. Unanimously approved. 
III.
OTHER BUSINESS
Discussion about Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) ensued. Abra McGill explained there are only certain projects and specific areas that could qualify. She also explained CDBG’s were awarded on a point system which takes into consideration, among other things, how recently an applicant has received a grant.  Ms. McGill went on to explain that, because Okaloosa County recently received a CDBG we would lose a substantial number of points and would not be competitive for funding.  She stated that it would probably a minimum of two years until the County would be in a condition to compete.  Ms. McGill will bring more information to the next AHAC meeting. 
Anita Williams said after a break for medical reason from the ECAR she has rejoined and asked the committee to let her know if there was anything she should bring back with her?  The Committee members thanked her, though no specific requests for information were made.
IV.
ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business or discussion, Mr. Kampert declared the meeting adjourned.
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